Determination of size in invasive breast carcinoma: pathologic considerations and clinical implications.
The widespread use of mammography has made the detection of increasingly small, often impalpable, invasive breast carcinomas possible. An enhanced understanding of morphological factors, among the foremost of which is size of invasive component of carcinoma, is changing the management of breast cancer To the uninitiated, the determination of size of invasive component is seemingly simple but in practical terms is complicated by a number of ambiguous issues. Practical guidelines for the assessment of size of invasive carcinoma are proposed.